
Wynton Marsalis on Practice 
 

“You can damage more if you practice wrong” 

 

1. Seek out advice/private instruction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Write out practice schedule to accomplish goals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Set goals to chart development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Concentrate when practicing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Relax and practice slowly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Practice something you can not play 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Always be serious and play musically even when practicing 

 

 

 

 



 

 

8. Don’t be so hard on your self when you make mistakes.  Learn from mistakes but move on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Don’t show off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Think for yourself 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Be optimistic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Look for connection to other things 

 


